AUGUSUTS DOES HIS BIT

AUGUSTUS. Did you tell them who you were?

THE CLERK. They knew who I was. Thats why they wouldnt
let me up.

AUGUSTUS. This Is too silly for anything. This town wants
waking up. I made the best recruiting speech I ever made in my
life; and not a man joined.

THE CLERK. What did you expect? You told them our gallant
fellows is falling at the rate of a thousand a day in the big push.
Dying for Little Pifflington., you says. Come and take their
places, you says. That aint the way to recruit.

AUGUSTUS. But I expressly told them their widows would have
pensions.

THE CLERK. I heard you. Would have been all right If it had
been the widows you wanted to get round.

AUGUSTUS [rising angrily] This town is Inhabited by dastards. I
say It with a full sense of responsibility, dastards! They call
themselves Englishmen; and they are afraid to fight.

THE CLERK. Afraid to fight! You should see them on a Saturday
night.

AUGUSTUS. Yes: they fight one another; but they wont fight the
Germans.

THE CLERK. They got grudges again one another: how can they
have grudges again the Huns that they never saw? Theyve no
imagination: thats what it is. Bring the Huns here; and theyll
quarrel with them fast enough.

AUGUSTUS [returning to Ms seat with a grunt of disgust] Mf!
Theyll have them here if theyre not careful [Seated} Have you
carried out my orders about the war saving?

THE CLERK. Yes.

AUGUSTUS. The allowance of petrol has been reduced by three
quarters?

THE CLERK. It has.

AUGUSTUS. And you have told the motor-car people to come
here and arrange to start munition work now that their motor
business is stopped?

THE CLERK. It aint stopped. Theyre busier than ever.
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